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Core Values Statement
Sarah Lawrence College Theatre Program is a community of 
generous and engaged artists who value diverse, intentional, and 
rigorous research, process, and creation. We hold each other and 
ourselves accountable to responsibly challenge ourselves and each 
other to foster our growth as individuals and collaborative artists. 
We support innovation, not only in the art we produce but also in the 
systems we make to learn, share, and create. Through an 
interdisciplinary curriculum that prioritizes equality, care, and 
experimentation, we aim to create an artistic environment steeped in 
joy to envision and build a better future. This is an open and inclusive 
community where everyone is welcome.  
  

Director of the Theatre Program
Caden Manson is a director and media artist. He is a co-founder of the 
performance/media ensemble Big Art Group, editor at Contemporary 
Performance, and curator of the annual Special Effects Festival in 
NYC. He has been published in PAJ, Theater Magazine, Theater der Zeit, 
and Theater Journal. He formerly headed The John Wells Directing  
Program MFA at Carnegie Mellon University’s School of Drama.  
http://cadenmanson.com/

Who is in charge?
Caden Manson Director of the Theatre Program
Dave McRee Theatre Administrator 
Robert Lyons Creative Director
Allen Lang Director of Theatre and 
 Civic Engagemenet 
Neelam Vaswani Director of Production

Does the Program offer classes other than acting?
The program prides itself on a well rounded theatre education, allowing 
students to take classes in all aspects of theatre. Components include 
acting, design, puppetry, devising, playwriting, and more!

Who are some notable alumni of the Program?
Tovah Feldshuh  Crazy Ex-Girlfriend, Walking Dead
Julianna Margulies  The Good Wife, ER 
Jordan Peele  Get Out, Us 
David Lindsay-Abaire, Playwright  Rabbit Hole

What is a third?
At Sarah Lawrence College, students choose three courses a 
semester. Should a student choose to be a theatre third, one of those 
courses is labelled “Theatre Program”. This theatre course is then 
split into component classes. All of these components count as one 
classes’ credit load. You do not need to list the individual components 
on the registration form.

Join Us As A Theatre Third
During registration week, write “Theatre Program” as one of your 
three courses on your registration form. Registration for theatre 
components is done through the theatre program directly, through 
a separate online form. What are the requirements to be a theatre 
third? To be a theatre third you have to enroll in performing arts  
components, this can also include dance and music components.  
You are required to attend theatre meetings and fulfill the tech credit 
requirements for your class.

What is Theatre Meeting?
Theatre meeting is a required meeting for all theatre thirds. The  
time of these meetings will be announced at the beginning of the 
year. At these meetings, the community can learn about upcoming  
productions, auditions, and other fun events happening on campus 
which involve the theatre community.

What is tech credit?
Tech credit is a requirement for all theatre thirds. It is broken down 
into two sections – a run crew requirement and a tech hours  
requirement. 1st years, sophomores, and juniors are required to do 20 
hours and a run crew. Seniors are required to do 10 hours and a run 
crew. You can get your tech hours by doing house managing, crew 
calls, and working for Downstage. (See below)

Downstage
Downstage is a production class offered by the program which oper-
ates as an independent theatre company. Any student may interview 
for Downstage. Each year, the group develops a mission statement, on 
which they base their season selection. They hold auditions for these 
shows throughout the year, as well as offer opportunities for student 

designers and directors. Any student may audition for Downstage. 



How do you sign up for components?
During Registration week, teachers will either have their interview sign 
up sheets or the locations of their sheets posted on the callboard in the 
lobby of the PAC. These will include the location of the interview. Sign 
up for a time and go meet with the professor. Once you’ve interviewed 
several teachers, you can sign up for these components by registering 
on https://my.slc.edu/theatre/form/If you have decided to take a dance 
or music component, these are also included on this form. You are not 
guaranteed a spot in these components. That Saturday night you have to  
go to http://my.slc.edu/theatre/classlists/The username is “theatre”, the 
password is “classlists” to see which classes you got into.

How can you be a part of a show?
Each semester the program will hold auditions. Prepare a 1-2 minute 
monologue. If a show has additional audition requirements, you will 
be informed beforehand. The program also offers opportunities for 
students to work behind the scenes, as designers, stage managers, 
board ops, etc. To explore these opportunities, make an appointment 
with the production office, and Neelam will help find an assignment 
that fits your skill level and interests. Runcrew, as mentioned earlier, 
is a requirement for all theatre thirds, and another great way to get 
back-stage technical experience.

What is the rehearsal process for a show like?
Rehearsal schedules will be announced before the auditions of each 
show. Please be prepared to attend all rehearsals if you get into a show!
 

Do you have to take program classes to be part of a show?
No! Every student is encouraged to audition. We welcome all types 
and skill levels!

How can you propose a project for the program season?
Towards the end of each semester, the program sends out an email 
calling for proposals for the next semester’s season. You can propose 
a show as a director, actor, or playwright.  

Fill out the form and send to Robert Lyons by the deadline! 
rlyons@sarahlawrence.edu

How does the season get picked?
The season is selected by Robert Lyons and Caden Manson with 
the assistance of the faculty, basing their decision on student and 
program interest. It’s our mission to conduct a fair and transparent 
selection process. To learn more about criteria for being selected for 
the season any student can set up a meeting with Robert Lyons.

How can you get access to props/costumes/set pieces 
from the program?  
To rent items from the program you always have to fill out a form. 
For sets and props, these forms can be found in the production office 
upon request. For costumes, they can be found in the costume shop. 
Once you fill out your form, the corresponding program will contact you.

How can you get a job with the program?
You can get a job at the beginning of the year by going to the meeting 
about program jobs and signing up for one of them. Jobs include in 
the production office, being a part of the set building or electrics 
crews, or working in the production office, among others!

How can you book a space to rehearse in?
Schedule a meeting with Stephen Tyler Davis in the production office 
and he will help you book a space.

What is the grad program and how does that affect the 
undergrads in the program? 
The Graduate Theatre program at Sarah Lawrence works closely 
alongside the undergraduates. They are in many of the same  
components and productions.

Can you double third in theatre?
If you decide to not go abroad, and are at least a sophomore, you 
can double third in theatre. This means that you can fill up 2⁄3 of 
your schedule with theatre components and only take one academic 
course. This will give you a course load of around 6-8 theatre  
components rather than 3-4. But, be aware, students are not allowed 
to go over 50 theatre credits. 

OUTSIDE THEATRE COMPANIES ON CAMPUS: 
Melancholy Players
Melancholy’s official mission statement: Established in 2006, The 
Melancholy Players is the longest running independent student 
theatre company on Sarah Lawrence College campus. Their mission 
is twofold: to create a safe space where work that might otherwise 
be overlooked can be produced, and to push the limits of theatrical 
expression for the benefit of the Sarah Lawrence community. They 
encourage artists of all backgrounds and identities to take risks and 
create unorthodox, interdisciplinary work in a supportive and open  
atmosphere. At its heart Melancholy stands for passion projects. 
Student driven work on student terms. Basically, they just wanna 
have fun and make cool shit with good people! Melancholy holds 
open auditions for their productions throughout the year, as well as 
opportunities for designers and directors. Any student may audition, 
propose shows, design, or direct for Melancholy

The Naked Shakespeare Companies
Naked Shakespeare is an audition based troupe which focuses on 
devising with and around Shakespeare texts. There are two Naked 
groups; originally divided into Men’s and Women’s, the two groups 
have since degendered, and any student is welcome to auditon for  
either group. The troupes typically meet biweekly, and the work  
culminates in one full length production at the end of the year.  
Acceptance into Naked Shakespeare is permanent, and students 
remain members for the remainder of their time at Sarah Lawrence.

Other Performance Groups Include:
• MTC Musical Theatre Collective
• Drag Union  
• SLC Burlesque
• Treble in Paradise Acapella Group
• Midnight Cabaret


